
Small Plant&
MaGninel
lan Webb reviews models of
i nterest to col lectors.

Hitachi 2X870
LCH-3 excavator
5lof  Ho and has prod!.ccl  i  ong n.  of
high qua ty l ruck modcle ovcr thc a5l  icw
yeaB and t  ha5 now ntrod!.cd i t5 nrst
cxcavator modc, thc 1 50 5.n c Hi ta.hi
2X870 LCH I  Thc rc.r  m..h nc i5.  ar{ le
hydrnuhc cx(rv.r tor  w th .n opcrat  ng

Thc modc is wc pa.kcd .nd .om.s
wrth a un quely nlmbscd (o r{ tor  .drd
wh.h wr l  be appre. iated by.ol le( tors
As the model is h qhly detai led I  needs to
be hr.dled wi ih respect as some parts:re

The 1r. .k f .ames are n . .  p e.cs w th l iny
graph 6 and th.  h gh qual i ty mcla t .ack5
hale vcry good bo t  and qrou5cr dctnr le

Th. bocly 5 cxcc cnt  .nd i5 probab y th.
bcal  yel  recn on an {rx( .v. tor  of  lh \  !  z.
alongnde ihe.ab ihe w. kway has a f inely

p.r lor . r l .d sur l . (e .nd there are
ex.. l l (  f r  l in.  or . la ! , rab rark Eehind
thc (r t r  lh.  dcl . i l !  . re f rBt  . las There
. f t  s, lvc,  p.nc hi .d csnnd dasp!wh ch
.ro rr .  y q(nl  d.1n s Vnr ous doors (an

t)c op.rrcd d.d th.r . . l low lh.  s!perb y
{ lcr . ik{ l  c. .JL.c lo b.5.en

Th. lun h. !  
'nd 

v dun y f rx.d meln
hydrnu .  Incs wh ih r f .  top n. l .h nnd
thcr.  nrc somc rn y qood (n.  lnrph (s

uscd. Thc b! .kct  t r  n l t r (h.d wrth black
bo 15 rnn .nn b.  rcnrov.d

Th15 tr . f  .x( . l .n l  cx(. ! . lor  nnd. l
wrr  .h n orany r fsp.(  l5 t r l \  n r .w
t l . .datuJ lor  nul . l r  o l  lh r  lyp.  o l
nr . (h in.  I  ( .n bf  oblarn. . l  tor  dround
I100 r . . l  s  ako.vn abl .  rn two olh.r
var rnG w th dcuol t  on too s rn(c.d
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overal l  Rat ing: Outstandtng
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-.JCB 3CX loader-backhoe I
\

Th€ JCB Company s wor ld famous fo.  i ts
loader backhoesand i t  has made more
oi these ma(h nesthan anyone ehe. loal
ofSpain has produced two modelve15 ons
ofthe wel lknown lcB lcx in the larger
tcale of  l :25.

It comes in a large borwhich proie(ts
the modelwel l ,  and there are no parts
to fit. Asthe model i5 1125 scale ii is
relatilely blq, and as it ls main\y meta\

it has a heavy and robun ieel
The rubber tyres are good
with a rea i5t ic t read and they
are mounted on metalhubs,
with the front ar e steering
work ng qutewe!1.

The cab has good look ng
w ndow frames with doof
hinges being detai led
al thouqh qrab raik and
m trou have not been
model led presumably to

mainta n rob0stness. Inside,
the seat haslCB imprinted on the

back but t seems to sit rather high
compared to the neer ing wheel.

Other controlsare repl icated and the
console har detai led diah

Ar the reai the backhoe is modelled
wel l  aod is fu l ly  fundional .  The hydra! l ic
cyl inder jackets are plan c and there are no

hydraul ic l ines model led.Th€ bucket is a
nice m€talcast ing and i r  removable.

The loader arm lnkages are wel l formed
and the metalrhovel is f ine too with only
the rveB being a l t t le obt.usive as they
nand out f rom the black paint .  The shovel
can be un(lipp€d allowingthe pdk of iorks
to be folded forward to lift pallets.

The ICB 3CX impresses becaure of its
large size in this slale a\thouqh it is nol
th€ most detailed model. Two veBionr are
ava labl€ wl th al ternat ive outr  99e6 and
backhoe mount inqs l t  costs f55 f rom the

Overall Ratino: Re(ommend€d

,.t)@.: At n tot pos. as th. JCB kt t up ld dlgghg.

A6ou.: fh. tud.t ha. exco onr d,tait with wo*ing
toll bosl6 .nd .uttlgte.

to engage with the rai head to provide
tract ion and braking. The chasi t  is  can
wel l  wi th working metal  outr i99e6 and

The body of the machine is very good
qual i tywith authentk detaiswith n the
caning io( luding gr i l le5 and door handles.
Ih in metal  gfab raib are excel lent  The
cab ha5 excel lent  deta l ing . . ludinq an
addi t ional  passenger sear,  miroB, wipef9
and lighb, and there are some very
real istk look ng t iny qraph cs.

The boom and 
' tkk 

are can we iand
the use of  f f . t ion r  vets meant that
there is no obtrusive model l ing
technique rpoiling the look of the
model. A particula. y good detail is the
veryf ine hydraulk l ines running to the
cylanderi.lhe range of movement of
lhe boom and rti(k ir excellent.

budet and a clamshell

of equipment whkh
<an be obtained for
around f50.

Overal lRat ing:
Highly rc.ommended

Abd.: th. rnbr.z
A 9@ C ZW tuns @ tE diL,

Liebherr A 900 CZW excavator
Road rai lmachiner are used for
maintaininq the rai lway network and have
spec al  under(af t  iages which al low them
to run on rails. [,lodeh of them are rar€,
but NzG producethe L ebhen A900zCW
whkh hat a so re.ent ly been released in
spec al  (ompany l ivef  ies

Thought lu l ly ,  a piece of  (a le t rack is
provided and the model5ir t  on i t  wel l .  The
wheel hubs are nice metal  i tems w th good
treaded tyres and the nnertyres have
a diffe.ent tread pattern whi(h s ured


