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PlAilI: SCALE MODELS
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F
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l f  you can't  quite decide what you want
Santa to bnnq yoLr tor Christmas, how
about your very own prece of conslruct ion
cqurpment rn miniature.  Scale mode s of
exc.rvators and cranes are high y col ectab e,
as lan Webb expla ins.
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E-: A pai| of Ter€x
modeh por€d tog€lher

siqnificant increase in rhe d€tail
antr quality ofmodem nodels.

A particularfeature of
construction Dlant modeh is thet
thcy rcnd to liavc sood tuncrion.
aliry,with many m_ovinq parre ro
demonstrate the featurii of rhe
r€almachin€.

Eanhmovinq equrpnen I has
rlways been wel l ripiesen red
in the scale rnodel world, with
the ftll rans€ available in
mod€l form-, including €xca-
vators, ecrapersi qradcrs and
dump rrucks Aniong the bis€ei

Prooucers rs Lar€rP tar, whrh
nas a very r8n'hcant mod€t
prooucnon orogramme run
Iy US com danv-N orcot, wirh
machines Na rlable in.variery
ofdif.rent scal€s. These nodels
t€nd to be ofr€asonable qualiry
and are r€latively affordrble.

JCB also has an €xtensive
ranqe, wiih many miniatures of
,rs famous backl;oe! .vaitable, as
w€ll as other rypes of equipmenr.
Models ofrhe 6rm's flaisliio
3CX can be obtained inihe large
r,sscale, dd are imprersive aor
rne lss pnce rag.

cerman cornpany Liebhen has
commissioned ;odels for manv
years, neinly ftorn its compani,rt
modet Inake6 Conrad ard NZG.
,nd they areqenerallyof. hisl
standard. rhi range includesihe
only road/rail exctvabr nodel

T}?icallx modem excavator
and dozer models hrve workinq
m€tal trackr, and can be Dos€d-
in various ways ro simuteie both
digging and loading. The bett€r

SlPr flannoot Pft
rln! C'rn nod.l It
tulhutn||ftr..nd,
ulth.n .[t fflon
llt,Irmdylll|| t ll.
Hmuu,lth|!a
prla t.g fo mrtdt ol
.loInd cwoo

crane tunctions work includine
slewinq, raisinq and €xrendins -
the boom, andlolstins rhe h;ok.

The lareest mobile c;ane model
availeble is rhe l,2ooGcapacirv
Liebher LTMu2oo-e.1,'whnh
has b€en mod€lled in r:so scale
by NZC. lr is an cxceprional
mod€l rhet will irnpra$ anyone
who se€s h, rnd colts arou;d
f 3so. A luffing jib artacbmenr
rs erpecied toaDDfar in 2orr,
making ihe moa;lover3m ratt.

Modelcr.nes aft als.
produc€d in limir€d numb€rs in
the colours ofindividual c.ane
h ire com panres, nakinq rhem
much rarir and moresiushrafrer
as a r.sult. Crawlercrane-m.dels
are parricularly inreresrins, as rhe
lattrcework booms lok eood and
eenerallv need to b€ asse;bled
Fom secrions jun likerhe real
machine. Even in r:so scale it
is possible to build up crawl€r
cranes to 3m or more in h€isht.

Tower cranes are eencr,lly
modell€d in r:82 scaTe beca ule
ofth€ir size, and are available
ftom around l7o. Even at this
scale they look impressive, but
there are also a couple of modeLs
now avail, ble in rh; srandard
1:so scale ud rhese are huqe,
standing around 2rn ran. -

For anyone wa nring a ieally
extr.ord inarv nodel. W Sl of
HoIand has brcduced a noder
ol the gient MammoerPTC rirg
crane, a !6ooccapacity machine
ofr€n foud on power ;edon
md refrnery projecrs. Th€ model
is,uinbly massive and,wit l  en
extension kit, is neady 4m rall.

However, ir har a price ras ro
march of around jr"soo. Ivext
ye.r, ho$evcr, this nonster is ser
to be ov€naken, when an even
bigger mo&lof a smn' rin8

In rec€nr years there has been
an expansron 

'n 
ine raneernd

rype ofmachiner produ;.d as
mddels,and tbere is now some.
thing .vailable in most s€crors.
Demolition machines have
becon indeasrntly poIUlar.
rnouorng n:mm€rtand shears
mount€d on exc.vators, some
with €xtended booms.

Read€rs wirh lonqe. memories
may be int€rcsr€d i; mod€ls of
historic plut, which are often of
hrghqualiry,es they are inrended
ro mflect rhe legacyofthcphnt
menuracturer concemed.

The market in corstruction
plant,c.le,models ha5 $own
rgnrncanfl y In recenr yea6
and the nuber ofcotle.t.n
is ir€reasins all the tim€. The
model5 maLe impmsive disp_lay
P'eces rorPresenranon ro sran
and custom€rs. and rhe berrer
quality ones hold theirvalue,
wtn rarer exemples elen aDDre-
ciatinq a lirrle over trme.

Alt[oueh rheyare not eener
aiiy evailtble in hiqh sre;t
bobby shops, corporate web
slop; andinrem;r de.l€ls (an
supplymostmod€ls.
a Ian Webb b a chftteteal .ivil
engineer ||ho tu/,s the website
Cnnes Erc, ||hth rcviews rcale
m ode I s of con s Eu. ti o n eq u i fi n e n t.
Fot noi infomarion o; mbders
intw.CnnesEt .co-!k

quality niniaturca will also have
6ne d;tail - such ashydr.ulic
pip.s and wamine norices
ieproduced authe-nncally.

1t the lereer end are the
models of big mining mach,ne',
ruch as the Buc'ns 495HR
mining shovel, rnodelled by
TwH ofAm€rica, which weishs
in at a hefry iolq. k is hiehlt
detarled and cosrs aroundrio.

Amongthe morr popular
.onstructron models ere rhe
cranes. A1l types of construc-
tion cranes are available as scale
nodels, wirh rhe nosr comnon

Tlie real machines have
berween two aDd nine axles,
and range ftom 3ot to i,zoor in
capeciry Mod€ls are available ro
cover this e_nrire ran8e, stdring

As they usualy have meral
extendirq teles(oDic booms
end solidcounreri{eishr slabs
the models are relati*ly h€avy.
or most models rhe ourrieeeG
canbe setdoun, md the marn


