Liebherr
LTM 1500
Luffing Jib
This review looks at a kit which provides jib options
for the 1:50 scale model of the Liebherr LTM 1500-8.1
All Terrain crane. It is made by WSI Models, which
also produces the crane model. The real jib can be
fitted in many fixed or luffing configurations and a
maximum system length of 145 metres under hook
can be achieved. The model contains parts to enable
the full jib to be built.
It comes with an instruction
manual which has a parts list
and clear photos showing the
assembly of the maximum
length configuration, but it
would have been nice to have
some information about other
configurations. Assembly is
generally straightforward.
The kit is very detailed with
accurately modelled components
throughout. Metal sheaves are used,
and metal mesh is used for the
various walkways and platforms. Jib
section connections are generally
made using brass nuts and bolts,
and in some places, pins.
A number of the lattice sections
are modelled in plastic, rather
than metal and this is probably a
compromise to reduce the weight of
the jib, which is around 1.6 metres
long in its longest configuration.
The plastic parts are strong and
well-made but there is a perceptible
colour difference to the metal parts.
The main feature of the kit is the
sheer variety of configurations that
it is possible to build. In addition
the parts also make good transport
loads.

c&a

books & models

Luffing jib pivot as a load
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The LTM 1500-8.1 crane is a
stand-out model and it is fitting
that the jib for it has been made
as an add-on accessory. It scores
well for high detail and flexibility,
but the small colour differences
in the plastic and metal lattice
components will annoy some. The
kit would be better if the plastic
parts were painted to match the
metal parts. With that said, the kit
does allow impressive displays to
be achieved and at the full model
rigged with the full jib is almost
three metres tall.
The kit is €298 from the Liebherr
webshop.
To read the full reviews of these
models visit www.cranesetc.co.uk
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